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Pakistan commltted to
strengthening ties
with Croatia, says

Ishag Dar

SPECIAL REPORTER

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan remains commilted lo expanding ils
partnership with Croatia and enhancing cooperation
within the Furopean Union [ramework. Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishag Dar said
on Thursdix
Dar made the remarks during delegation-level talks
with Croal Forcign and European Affairs
Minister Gordan Grlic Radman, who arrived in
Islamabad on a one-day official visit
Weleoming the Croatian minister. Dar deseribed the
Euvropean Union as one of Pakistan's key trading
partners and noted that Croatia 15 an importanl
member of the bloe. He reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment to building a sustainable bilateral
partnership with Croatia while strengthening
engagement with the EUL
Dar also referred to the recent visit of EU Iigh
Representative for Foreign Aflairs Kaja Kallas o
Pakistan, saying Islamabad maintains strong
relations with the EU leadership. He added that
Pakistan remained in close contact with European
officials during last year's India-Pakistan conflict
and thanked both Radman and Kallas for accepting
his invitation to visit Pakistan

UN Chief commends

Pakistan's peace efforts
during meeting with
Nagvi
SPECIAL REPORTER
New York

United Nations Scerctarv-General Antonio Guterres
praised Pakistan's efforts to promote regional and
international peace during a meeting with Interior
Minister Mohsin Nagvi on the sidelines of the fifth
Tnited Nations Chiefs of Police Summit (UINCOPS
2026)inNew York

The two leaders diseussed regional and global
developments. including Pakistan's role in
facilitating dialogue between the United States and
Iran. as well as its longstanding com nent to
peace and stability. Dunng the eting. Gulerres
acknowledg and appreciated Pakistan's
contributions toward peacebuilding.
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PM Shehbaz, Croatian FM agree to
strengthen bilateral cooperation

® prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said Pakistan and Croatia enjoy friendly relations founded on mutual respect

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Croatian
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs Gordan
to enhance
a meeting held at the Prime

Grlic Radman agreed
cooperation durir
Minister's House on Thursday

also attended the meef

Welcoming the  Croat
Minister Shehbaz S|

He reaffirmed Pal
strengthening
The prime i

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Min
n Sceretary Amna Baloch

delega
rif said I’alkhlan and
Croatia cojoy friendly relations founded on
mutual respect. goodwill, and shared interests
n's commitment to further
e5 hetween the two countries

ster expressed Pakistan's desire to

bilateral

ler

on, Prime

expand bilateral cooperation in key
sectors, Lm.ludmg lmdc and investr 'nl

onnecti

and skilled

agricullure, lourism,
workforce development
Shehbaz Sharif also conveved his best
wishes to Croatian President Zoran
Milanovie and Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovi extending a cordial
ation hem to undertake official
to Pakistan.

on the uu.niun

Radman

he was |\Iumd to ln. ma
lirst oflicial visit to Pakistan. |
talks offered an opportunity to review
bilateral relations and explore new
avenues of cooperation, particularl
trade, the economy, and business

Punjab Govt, US Consulate agree to
expand cultural cooperation

©  The U.S. Consul General praised the Punjab government's
mltlatlves to cstabhsh the Punjab Film City

Staff Reporter
LAHORE

Punjab go ment and the 1.8,
Consulate General in Lahore have
agreed 1o strengthen cooperation in
the cultural sector following a
meeting between Punjab
Information and Culture Minister
UzmaBukhari and U.S. Consul

General Stetson Sanders

Punjab Information Secretary “Tahir
Raza Hamdani and Paolitical and
Economic Adviser Sadaf Saad also
attended the meeti
During the discussion. the US.
Consul General praised the Punjab
government's imtatives lo
establish the Punjab Film City and
revive the provinee's theatre

industry. Both sides also explored
the possibility of fostering
partnerships  between Amcric:\n
arlists and Lahore's Alhamra Arts
Couneil to promote cultural

exchange and artistic
collaboration
Brieling the visiing diplomat,

Uzma Bukhan highlighted several
initiatives launched under the
leadership of Punjab Chief
Minister Marvam Nawaz. She said
the provincial government has
introduced landmark welfare
programmes for women, students,
and fammers

The minister also noted that
approximately 170,000 homes are
currently being built under the
"Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar" housing
programme.

In the meeting. Uzma Bukhari
presented a commemorative
souvenir to the U.S. Consul
General as a gesture of goodwill

Lahore deploys five
women-only Speedo
buses on Metro route

Staff Reporter
Lahore

The Punjab Transport Department has launched
dedicated buses for women using Lahore's Metro
Bus Service as part of efforts to improve passenger
safety and convenience.

According to the Transport and Mass Transit
Department. five Speedo buses have heen

temporarily deployed on the Metro Bus route and
reserved exclusively for women.

Punjab Transport Mimister Bilal Akbar Khan said
the additional buses had hccn introduced to help

and provide them with peries

He said the Speedo buses had been .lddcd lu lhc
Metro Bus (leet on the instructions of Punjab Chiel
Minister Marvam Nawaz. Khan added that the
government ;;I:ms to purchase new Metro buses o
permanently replace the temporarily deployed
Speedo buses for women passengers.

Pakistan rises 3opc in global maritime

rankings:

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

an of the

Mari

said on Thursday that Pakistan's improved

performance has lifted its position in the

global mantime sector.
t

Speakin,
the Sc
Allu

ofglobal trade is conducted by

Prime Minister's

¢ Task Force Iftikhar Ahmad Rao

nd a nn.mh:.n:l the Federal Hmrd
of Revenue (FBR). Rao said around 80%
an

Pakistan 1s located at a strategically
important point in the Gulfregion
e said Pakistan serves as an

important gateway (o Central Asia.
The Mantime Task Force was
established in August 2024 and held

Iftikhar Ahmad Rao

meetings with officials of releva
istitutions to identify issues facing
the sector hefore presenting its
recommendations to the prime
sterin e ber 2024,

ao said an implementation

commitiee had also been formed to
task

oversee the force's
recommendations o
holding meelings on a regy
He said customs authorities
deployed additional personnel to
speed up maritime operations,
contributing to improved  sectoral
performance

ADB cuts Pakistan’s
growth forecast and raises

Suthra Punjab under scrutiny
over wage complaints,
financial mlsmanagement

inflation outlook

eGrowth forecast for the current fiscal year reduced from 4.5% ta
3.7%: Inflation estimate raised to 8. ;% Bank warns continuing
tensions in Middle East could increase inflation:

Operation for five
missing cargo plane
crew members
continues

i web Desk ene rs\ markets | 1o modemize waste management
Stall Reporter SLAMABAD and improve sanitation across the
KARACITT e province. is facing growing

Reporter
LAHORE

The Punjab government's flagship
Suthra 'unjab Projeet. launched

allegations of financial
irregularities, delaved salaries,
and unfair wage deductions
aflecting thousands of sanitation
workers.

The project was officially

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has lowered
Pakistan’s economic growth
forecast for the 2026-27 fiscal
ts inflation
regional

Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Maritime Security
Ageney (PMSA) continued their search and rescue
operation in the Arabian Sea around Ormara on
Thursday to find the bodies of five members of the
crew who had gone missing after a cargo plane

paymentof workers' salaries
lowever, reports [rom  sever:

H ports from

districts suggest th1| many \\wkcr\

an Development
k has also decided
" to provide Pakistan

with finaneing worth
four billion US dollars.

8 3percent commitments

% ! ic
crashed a couple of days ago, Divers of Pakistan uncertainty and risks to According o the report, the [0 . , . launched on December 3. 2 Tragic Death Highlights Workers'
Navy are looking for the bodies underneath the sea eneray markets. federal government has sct a l.{l'u\\ th foreeast for DAY with an initial allocation of Gricvinees i
On the other hand, the area where the scarch | In its latest 'Asian OPP growlh target of 4 The ADP outlook also | b The. budge! On June 7. 2026, a former

percent for the 2026-27 fiscal
vear, while aiming 1o keep
a inflation at 82

highlighted the growth i
forecast for developing Asia | 21
and the Pacilic (DAP) s 2
lowered to 4.9% in
2026 down [rom the 5.1%
projected in April and 0.6
centage points below the
%o growth recorded in
2025

cd 1o Rs130 billion for
6 and Rs170 billion for
6-27. According to the Punjab
government. the funds are
intended to upgrade wasie
ment systems. improve
collection - urban and
. cover fuel and
nee costs for sanitation
vehicles. and ensure timely

operalion has been going on has been increased by
15 to 20 nautical miles around the spot where the
plane might have crashed.

Contacts have also been established with ships and
fishermen who have gone into the sea so thal the
bodies could be found

On Wednesday. Pakistan Navy and the PMSA
located the debris of a missing private cargo plane in
the Arabian Sea following an intensive scarch
operation lasting more than 12 hours.

sanitation worker. Zeeshan,
allegedly set himself on firc at the
office of Imperial Waste
Management Company in
Gujranwala after reportedly
becoming frustrated over repeated
salary deductions and theloss of s
job. He suffered severe burns and
died spending nearly three
weeksinhospital

Development Outlook’
reporl. the ADB revised
Pakistan's projected gross
domestic product (GDP)
arowth from 4.5 percent to
3.7 percent for the current
fiscal vear

The bank also increased its
forecast for average annual
inflation from 6.5 percentto

pere

The ADB warned that
continuing tensions in the
Middle East could place
additional upward pressure
oninflation.

Tt said uncertainty in regional
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IMF keeps growth forecast low at 3.5%

he International Monetary Fund

(IMF) on Wednesday kept

Pakistan's economic growth
forccast unchanged at 3.5% for the new
liscal year, \\lu[c warming aboul the
possibility of wed Middle Eas
conflict that u:u]d heighten pric
volaulity.
In an update 1o its World Tconomic
Outlook (WEO) report. the IMF showed
Pakistan's economic growth rate at 3 5%,
with no change in the outlook compared to
its last two reportssince April this vear.
The report suggests that Pakistan's
ceonomy will marginally slow down n
the mew fiscal year compared lo the
estimated 3.7% growth achieved in the
previous year. The government has
set a growth target of 4% for FY2026-27,
which is even lower than the 6% rate

needed to create 4.5 million jobs annually
to reduce high poverty and
unemployment

Prime Mimster Shehbaz  Sharif's  two
terms smee 2022 have failed to create
enabling conditions for cconomic
acceleration without Iriggering

coincides wilh renewed attacks by Tran
and the United States against each nﬂmr-z
military i

increasing prices. itadded.

The IMF said renewed conflict would
propagate through a further increase in
commodity prices and extended volatility,
supply shortages.
pressures, The mi
and their contained i |n1'p.ml o activity
the release of inventories, which are now
getiing closer 1o multiyear lows and could
reach stress levels should supply disruptions

commercial and
enda
©

ring the fragile temporary

ewed Middle East
and could extend
volatility, further
threaten suppl raise p . and
weigh on financial cond s." according
to the report. Trade fragmentation could
accelerate, possibly hurting output and

£ 8
"The possibility of re
contlict looms lar
commodily pri

persistor hoard her steam. it added.
After the US withdrew Iran oil export
permission coupled with acrial allacks,
crude oil prices have shot up by $8 per barrel
within two trading days. As a resull. diesel
prices for | imporls have increased
by $3 far. while petrol prices remained
largely stable. which may lead to upward
price adjustments on Friday if no corrections
are seen intwo days.

expected to increase from 4. 1% 1n 2025
to 4.7% in 2026 before declining to
39% in 2027. These projections
indicate that the disinflation trend in
place since carly 2024 has stalled. it
added The IMI said global cconomic
aclivity and the outlook are being
shaped by two major forces pushing in
opposite directions: the negalive
supply shock induced by the war in the
Middle East and the ongoing positive
technology shock manifesting in
aceelerated momentum of the global
technology cvele. driven by advances
inartificial intelligence (Al) tols.

[he IMI said movements in and
reperc from the main channels
of transmission have been relatively
limited. However, transmission is still
in its early stages — commercial and

temporary relief from reduced energy flows.
while forward-looking indicators such as
supply-chain pressures and manufacturing
purchasing managers' indices point to softer
momentum ahead. though some countries
are experiencing more strain thanothers. The
average petroleum  spot price index 1s
projected at $89 per barrel. 9% higher than
assumed under the reference forecast in the
April 2026 report, and natural gas prices at
$15. 5% higher than the April reference
forecast price. The relatively muted increase
in global oil prices reflects the fact that part
of the decrease in oil flows through the Strait
of Hormuz has been offset by a drawdown of
inventori reducing the need for ol
consumption and production to adjust
through prices. Global economic growth is
projected at 3% in 2026 and 3.4% in 2027
down from the average of 3,5% observed in

The IMF said glchnl. headline inflation is

strategic Lleslm,kmg have provided

the last two vears

Almest no one is discussing the
subtle connection between
Pakistan's economic survival and
a ticking corporate time bomb.
Approximately 6.4 to 8.5 million
family firms today operate
throughout Pakistan, accounting
for 40 to 60 percent of the
country’'s GDP
andcomprisinganamazingS0perc
entoftheprivatesector Thesecom
paniesare essential
toPakistan'seconomy. Theyconsti
tuteitseconomy.Additionally there
should be a business that should
be developed, and that has a
business.There are only a few
generations that go from the
founding company. Not due to

Legacy Or Ruin

poor poducts, marketfailure
\aruncontroliableeconomiceircu
mstances theremaining70% fall
into chaos. They fall because of
quiet. The quietness surrounding
succession. the quiet
surrounding inheritance. the quiet
surrounding governance. And
that silence is damaging.
intentional, and cultural in
Pakistan. The effects go much
beyond the financial statements
of businesses. Families are tom
apart on a human level by
financial hardship and a lack of
succession preparation. A
financial conflict has caused at
least 10% of Pakistanis to
permanently close contact with a
family member. Even more
concerning, disputes in the
boardroom often turn violent. In
Islamabad, rural Punjab, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, property
and land disputesar ecurrently
amaongthetopcausesofhomicide
Whenafamilybusinessfails
itnatonly losesmoney butalso
takeslives, turning a
patriarch'slegacyinto a legacyof
conflict and shattered homes.

—

A m ar k et s |
umpisrarelywhatseparatesarich
family 'slegacy from
businessfailure.ltis the unsolved
tension between a family's
emotional needs and a business's
pragmatic demands, These two
forces clash if they are left
unchecked. A formal Family
Business Constitution is the gold
standard for resolving this conflict,
as it establishes rules for
succession, profit distribution, and
leadership before a crisis forces the
conversation, However, that kind of
discussion is uncommon in
Pakistan. During his lifetime, a
corporate patriarch usually views
any talk of authority transfers as an
insult. The

profound For many founders the
company is an integral part of who
they are. Recognizing mortality is a
prerequisite for naming a
stccessor. The main tool of loyalty
in traditional households is
economic management, and
discussing successionin
publiccontradictsthepatriarch'sdec
ades-oldorder. Thus thedialogueis
avoided, avoided, and avoided. In
its stead, resentment builds up.
Long before the founder passes
away, covert power baltles begin to
take shape. When he does
passaway,lhereisnoplan.nochosen
leader andnowaytosettietheensuin
geonflicts. There is a sudden and
complete lack of power.
Thelegalsystemisrarelyemployedt

founderspersuadett

purposefulambiguitymaintainsfami
Iyharmonyand that leaving
responsibilities unclear maintains.
harmony. It has the opposite effect.
The patriarch creates a false sense
of unity by ensuring that every
family member stays completely
dependent on his unique authority,
rather than via governance.
Psychology is even more

onflictsmove from the living room to
the courtroom; instead, itis used as
a weapon to compel a settlement.
An injunction, which is a court's
decision that freezes assets and
bank accounts, stops operations,
and prohibits the sale of property
until ownership is established
lawfully, is the most devastating
initial action. The company cannot

pay suppliers settle
accounts, orpaycuslumstaxeson

Pakistan’sConstitution Botharefreq
uent\ydlsregardedmsc:lel.alprawc

imported m yassoon asitis
approved. Before a single legal
argument is heard, it suffocates, The
damage intensifies when courts
mandate the physical connection of
factories, warehouses, and goods
Production lines stop. Raw materials
degrade. The business enters
obligatory dormancy, unable to service
orders or eamn revenue. A partition suit,
which is the legal process that splits
common ownership into separate
physical sections,

anydisag W
henanassetisphysicallydivided, courts
cannot be physically divided. A
functional enterprise is liguidated
altogether, not for commercial failure,
but because it could not be broken into
pieces. The incredible slowness of
Pakistan's legal system exacerbates all
of this. A normal inheritance or partition
lawsuit takes 15 to 25 years, according
to Pakistan's Law and
JusticeCommission . Thereisn'taquarter.
Additionally. whenananchorfamilybusin
ess fails, the entire supply chain of
smaller contractors and vendors that
depend on it also fails, transforming a
private family quarrel into a regional
economic shock. Fixed inheritance
portions for women are required by both
Islamic doctrine and

divorce is highly
sl\gmal\zed. brothers. continue to
be the only dependable social
safety net for many women
Families take advantage of this
reliance by forcing daughtersio
return theirlegal share to male
relativesunderthe pretense
ofmaintaining family unity.
Hemostpopulardefenseistheweddi
ngdowry.orJahez whichisusedtoco
mpletely deprive daughters of their
entitiement and is presented as an
advance on inheritance. Financial
harm is irreversible. Appreciating
assets, such as land, property, and
equity, usually make up
inheritance. Depreciating
consumer goods, such as
electronics, clothes, and furniture,
make up Jahez. Due to this
replacement, women are
permanently barred from
accumulating wealth for future
generations and have no financial
recourse if a marriage ends in
divorce or widowhood. Without
inherited property, women lack
collateral for bank loans, stability
for homes, and capital for any
independent future Institutional
corruption exacerbates this at the
locallevel.

Bangladesh s Nahid Rana, England’s Bethell
achieve career-best rankmgs in ICC update

Web Desk
DHAKAI

All-rounder Justin Greaves of the West Indies
and scam bowler Asitha Fernando of Sri
mn the ICC
Men's Test Player Rankings aller the drawn
st after \.L‘nmm.g five for 130 in

Lanka have made notable ga

second maitch ol their TCC World

rounders after taking one
wicket in the match, finishing
the series with four wickets
Greaves was named the Player
of the Match and the Plaver of
the Series,

Fernando has retumed to the
top 20 of the bowling rankings

(up si:

batting rankings.

Player

Jangoo (up two places 1o
60th) and John Campbell
places to G4th)
have also gained i the

The ICC Men's
Rankings see
Bangladesh fast bowler
Nalud Rana move up 17

oDl

Championship series in North Sound. Saint

George, Antigua and Barbuda.
Girea

chmbed 14 places 1o 49th in the balling
rankings e has also moved up 1o 69th
among bowlers and to 17th among all-

es, who scored 180 in the first innings.  see St
Mendis move up two pl
of 84and 44 inthe second ]
plavers Shai Hope (up six places to 51st), Amir

lhc llr\l innings.

Lanka’s

st batting rankings also
Kamindu

s to sixth after scores
st, while West Indies

places to a career-best
12th position after a
career-best haul of six for

21 in the first ODI against Zimbabwe in
Harare, wluch the home side won by 25
runs.

West Indies-bound Pakistan team starts training

Praise or criticism Hania
Aamir’s outfit splits
social media

STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

mir has
on as she
| appearance at the
opening of the international brand
YSL i Dolmen Mall. Lahore. The
event quickly becamea highlight on
social media, with videos capturing
her warm interactions and stylish
appearance. However. her
appearance has the internet divided
beeause of her outlit choiees which
sparked a major online debate
Se videos [rom the high-
profile event quickly went viral,
captunng Hania warmly greeting
fans and posing for photographs.
Dressed in an all-black Yves Saint
Laurent ensemble, the actress wore
a silk rutTled maxi skirt paired with
black stockings, completing the
look with subtle nll(le mall.eumm a
sleek wet-hair
Supporters ummlul IIJnm s right
to express herself through fashion.

Pakistam actress Hania

focusing on individual choices of

what to wear. A follower wrote,
What's wrong with you all???
her choice!!! leave her alone.
vou guys always ready to judge
someone for their looks and
everything! geta life man! ™

On the other hand. the cntics
explained how immodest
fashion choices are taking over
Pakistani culture and  norms.
People compared her to a
controversial Pakistani actress
Alizeh Shah. say
would have fac
backlash over r
choices if she w
msuchanoutfit
Mﬂruu ndividuals  were
her to famous
Urli Javed
Sawant, who arc

and Rakhi
famous for making news about

their controversial outfit
choices. Comments like. “When
vou order Urfi Javed from
Daraz”™ and™ Bad example for
our daughters™ were frequently
seenonsocial media
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DPO Sargodha reviews security arrangements
for Central 25th Muharram Procession

Soon Times Correspondent

Muna\\ar Ghaus, ADCG Rana

Sargodha

A meeting of the District Peace
Committee, chaired by DPO
Sohaib Ashraf and attended by
Punjab Assembly member Rana

I Abubakar and
LUI(lIt]I[ILL members. reviewed
security and administrative

for the central

arangements
25th Mub:
Sargodha.

compliance with the scheduled
timings would be ensured, with
n.ln.ml departy ts
ng in close coordination lo
in peace. He praised the
ct Peace Committee.
mourners. district

administration and law
enforcement agencies for their
cooperation and discipline
during the first phase of
Muharram. He urged the same
commitment for the 25th
Muharram, Chehlum of Hazrat
Imam Hussain and 28th Safar
processions. The meeting was
informed that the central
procession will begin at 3pm on
Saturday. July 11. from
Imambargah Block No. 7 and
pass through Hussain Chowk.
Karkhana Bazaar. Amin
and Sharbat Chowk before
concluding at Imambargah
Block No. 19.

SPARC and Partners conclude Three Year
EWG Project empowering women

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

The Society for the Protection of
the Rights of the Child (SPARC),
in collaboration with the
Commonwealth of Learning
(COL) and Bedari. with support
from Global Affairs Canada
FAC). concluded its three-y

) Project at a ceremo
attended by policymakers.
government officials,
dun.\up:m.nl partners
benel )
Sceretary for Communications
ngineer Gul Asghar Khan
Baghoor., Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam
Soomro, National Commission on
the Status of Women member

B e A

202 S
Noureen [ano Lehri. Global
Affairs Canada's Sasha
Oliveira. COL Senior Adviser
Frances Ferreira, SPARC
Executive Director Asiva Arif
Khan. Bedari Executive
Director Anbreen Ajaib and
SPARC Program Manager

Sabeen Almas highlighted the
project's achievements in
expanding education.
strengthening livelihoods and
promoting gender equality.
Almas said more than 10,000
girls and bovs were reintegrated
into formal education and Open

Schooling, over 77,000 women
and girls reeeived voeational
nd labour market skills
traimin more than 463000
d unh participated in

5 \dm.ndu equality. and
over one million people were
reached through public
L.Jmpm.m MNA Huma Akhtar

| Ghazanfar Budhal,
['.wk Force members,
Dr. Zahid Majeed of Allama
Tghal Open University and
Komal Tjaz of Shelter Home
Multan also praised the project's
rasstools impact in prom
airls' education. women's
empowerment and community
development

Sargodha residents question
rising sanitation costs amid
persistent problems

Soon Times Correspondent

Sarzodha

Residents have raised concerns over
sharp merease 1n public spending
on sewerage and sanitation n
Sargodha, questioning the
effectiveness of the newly
established Suthra Punjab and Water
and Samitation Agency  (WASA)
The Municipal Corpaoration
previously spent around Rs330
million annually on these services,
while the two new agencies are
expected to spend nearly Rs2 billion
a year despite providing what
residents describe as the same level

of service. They say garbage remains
piled in streets, drains frequently
overflow, and standing water
continues to create problems, with
complamts receving only temporary
fixes. Citizens have questioned why
costs have nereased nearly sixfold
without any wisible 1mprovement.
They have called on Punjab Chief
Mimster 1o order a third-party audit of
Suthra Punjab and WASA
expenditures, publish monthly
neighbourhood performance reports
detailing drain cleaning and waste
collection, and restore the previous
system if service standards cannot be
improved

Dr. Humaira Azhar urges
heat safety measures to
protect children

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha

Renowned gynecologist Dr
Humaira Azhar Khan of Medicare
has urged parents to take preventive
measures to protect children from
heat-related illnesses as soaring
temperatures and humid conditions
n Sargodha have led to an increase
n fMes, raising the risk of cholera
and other discases. She advised
parents o avord giving children
unhyvgienic streel food, keep them
indoors during peak sunlight hours

and ensure they drink  ¥' %4
plenty of water mixed
with oral rehydration
salts to prevent
dehydration. She said
cases of dehydration
and cholera are
common among
children during the
summer. She stressed that adults
should also cover their heads outdoors
and avoid unneeessary travel during
the hottest part of the day. Simple
precautions can help prevent serious
healthrisks, she added

—

CASS Seminar examines Hindutva Influence on India's
Strategic Culture and Regional Security Outlook

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore

The Centre for Aerospace and Secur

Studies (CASS) Lahore organ
titled, “Saffronisation of Ir
Culture: Contemporary Tran

was attended by academics.

grand  strategic  thinking
ming preparedness for a twa
civilisational
overextension makes such a

unlikely According to her Tndia’s conduet

ion
Future Outlook.” on 8 July 2026. The event
intellectuals.
Ms Ezba Walayat
ntat CASS Luho

3 rvol.w and
tional foundations of the Hindutva
ml‘lmnu. on Imh.m ~.l|.m.gu. lhull:{l\l

m. Hindu s uprumuu\_ deception,
Despite

avers

CASS CASS CASS CAsS

CASS
CASS ﬂg S

CASS

and

dominance, not balance
Ghazanl; ssistant Prol
UOR described that und,
has  deliberately

ni war, i 1" DFALLE
1 leological transfi I
) y
' uc::gul msformalic

information

during Marka-c-Haq was civilisationally
serpted and rooted in hustorical narratives.
She concluded that Indian strategy secks

reshaped its strategic
culture through ideologs

Five factors drove this change.

reordering, assertive military

CASS (CASS (CASS

CASS

added.

Sainik

of power. Dr. Bilal
fessor and HoD IR,
ler PM Modh, India extrer
nel-s
. institutional. by
and diplomatic

on, ional and

with

strategic optimism via global partnerships
Marka-e-Haq was the first major stress test
of this new approach. PAF’s operational
performance under ACM Baber Sidhu
exposed weaknesses in India's military
planning and intellectual foundations,
In his concluding remarks, Air
Marshal Asim Suleiman (Retd), President,
CASS, Lahore, argued that since 2014 the
BIP has inereasingly all
military
initiatives such as Project Udbhav,
A ath scheme, and RSS influence in

Schools
approach in Marka-e-Haq with PAF’s
measured
Sidhu as PAF chose restraint in inflicting
greater damage despi

he

y rned India’s
RSS ideology through
the

He contrasted India's

response  under ACM  Baber

capability. India’s

m has croded its strate gic value as
unty provider post- buuluol shown
the US Pentagon
Command’s
emphasising Paki.

rs.\mnma Pacific
name. He uded by
X m.u] for vigilance.

dominanee, and

and delerrence in a more

unpn.dlt.l.lh[n. securily environment.

Attock District Coordination Committee reviews
law and order and public service performance

Soon Times Correspondent
Attock

A Distriet Coordination
Committee mecting chaired by
ADCG Attock Anil Saeed
reviewed law and order, public
services. admunistrative aflairs
and the performance of

overnment d:pnrlmcnlv; The

2026 authontes

traffic challans and 1mposcd
fines exceeding Rs97.565
million. Officials sealed 38
illegal petrol pumps, fined

olfenders Rs490,000. scaled 58
illegal LPG decanting points
afterdetecting 40 violal :md
imposed  Rs150,0000 in
Anti-encroachment l‘]"ltl‘.lllﬂlH
removed 22 permanent and 974

temporary encroachments,
collecting Rs197.500 in fines.
Action against electricity theft
uncovered 20 illegal
connections, led 10 15 cases. 13
arrests and recovered
Rs1.002,025 in fines. Sccunty

BISP, WFP, WHO & UNICEF extend
partnership to protect 3.3M women
and children from malnutrition

Soon Times Correspondent
Tslamabad

The Benazir Income Support
Programme. in partnership with the
United Nations World Food
Programme. UNICEL and the World
Health Organization, has extended the
onuma Programme for
s 1o protect an additonal
million pregnant and breastfeeding
women and children under two from
malnutri Pakistan
Operating 578 facilitation
centres and 224 nutrition stabilization
centres. the programme has benefited
4.7 million people since 2020 and 15
expected to reach 8 million under the
extension. BISP Chairperson Senator
Rubina Khalid sad the intiative
reflects Shaheed Mohtarma Benazic
Bhuttos vision of ensuring no mother

On across

through

or child is left behind due to poverty.
Programme data showed enrolled
children were 22 percent less likely Lo be
stunted at six months. while officials said
the partnership has also improved
maternal nutrition, child survival,
antenatal care and birth outcomes. WFP
UNICEF and WHO reaffirmed their
commitment to supporting Pakistan in
strengthening nutrition and  health
vulnerable women and

services  for
children

Saadat Butt appointed
SHO Dhudial PS as Chakwal
Police announces ke
administrative reshuffle

agencics inspecled 16,885

Suspicious vel \lclu_, :lrrealtcd. 1 Soon Times Correspondent
suspeets and T« four

es. The meeting also Chakwal

reviewed camy against

begging ervives a{E the In a key admimstrative reshuftle in
Oversens Pakistanis: Deak. Chakwal Police. Saadat Buit,
repatriation of illegal formerly  District Chiel Security

madrassa

for

cigners,

noting that 201 of the distri
i registered.
Anil S,leut directed all
departments to strengthen
coordination, improve public
service delivery and ensure full
implementation of government
direetives to maintain peace and
security

Nowshera Bar President Arshad Jan reaffirms
commitment to justice and rule of law

Soon Times Correspondent

Peshawar

District Bar Nowshera
President and senior lawver
Arshad Jan Advocate said
upholding the rule of law and
ensuring  justice for the
oppressed remain his top
prionities. Speaking to Soon
Times, he said the rising crime
rate 1s largely driven by the
fatlure to deliver justice to
victims and pumsh ofTenders.

e said he has alwavs stood by

the oppressed and will

continue to do so, adding that
maintaining unity within the
legal fraternity is his
responsibility. He said the bar
holds weekly comer meetings
to discuss professional and
legal issues and develop
practical solutions,
particularly to support helpless
and underprivileged people.
Arshad Jan said his priority is
to secure justice rather than
earn legal fees. He vowed to
continue this mission
throughout his hife

Officer at the DPO Office Chakwal,
has been appointed SHO of Dhudial
Police Station.  Residents. social
figures and the business community
welcomed the appoimtment,
describing him as a professional,
honest and dedicated police office
with a strong service record. They

expressed
confidence that
s leadership
w o uld
strengthen law
enforcement,
improve ¢rime
prevenlion.
ensure timely
justice and
promote community-mendly policing
while further enhancing peace and
public safety inthe area

SNGPL rejects fresh gas disruption
reports says consumer supplies
remain unaffected

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha

Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) has rejected media reports
suggesting a fresh wave of gas
supply disruptions. saying no new
curtailment has been imposed and
supplies to consum remain
unchanged. The company clanfied
that the force majeure declared by
Qatarlnergy 1 March 2026 has
been extended periodically,
meluding the latest extension
communicated through an SNGPL
letter, and does not represent a new

development. It said gas supplies are
being managed under the guidince of’
the National Coordination and
Management Council (NCMC) and
the Mmistry of Energy's Petroleum
Division, with indigenous production
optimized and LNG cargoes arranged
regularly to meet demand across all
seclors. SNGPL added that household
demand during cooking howrs is being
met, uninterrupted gas supply to
mdustry and the fertilizer sector has
been ensured to sustain economic
activity. The priority is being given o
the power sector to help reduce
electricity load-shedding.




North Korean Prime
Minister to visit China
from July 10

NHUA

Beijing

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson announced that
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea Prime Minister Pak Thae
Song will pay an official visit to
China from July 10 10 12, leading a
party and government delegation at
the invitation of the Communist
Party of China Central Commillee
and the Chinese government. Duning
the visit, Pak, who is also a
Presidium member of the Political
Bureau of the Workers' Party of
Korea Central Commuttee and Vice
President of the State Alfairs
Commission, will attend
celebrations marking the 65th
anniversary of the China-DPRK
Treaty of ndship Cooperation
and Mutual A;

Israeli fire Kills
seven people,
including two
children, in Gaza
Web Desk
GAZA

Isracli airstrikes and gunfire Killed at

least seven Palestimans. including
two children, aged 10 and 6. i the
sthere sad.

GazaStrip. health ofl
Medics said an Isracli a
one per
Twelve people were wounded in the
two incidents. The Israch r
said 1t struck militants in Gaza City.
but was unaware of casualties.
Another Israeli airstrike hil a tent for
displaced people in the Mawasi Parca
m Khan Younis, in the south of the
enclave, killing at least four people
meluding a 10-year-old child

Later on Wednesday, Palestinian
health officials said a 6-year-old boy
was killed by Isracli gunfire in the
Zeitoun neigh bourhood in Gaza City
Another strike hit a vehicle westward
of the eity killing one person, medics
said. taking Wednesday's death toll to
atleast seven

The Israeli military didn't
immediately commenton any of those
meidents.

China targets
significant increase in
Urban Jobs over the
next o5 Years

XINHUA

Beijing

Chma has set a targel to e a
ificant number of new urban
|u|)~( over the next five years while
keeping the surveved urban
unemployment rate below 535
percent under its 15th Five-Year
Plan (2026-2030) The plan.
released on Thursd the
Ministry of Human Resow and
Social Security, also aims to
maintan basic old-age nsurance
coverage atmore than Y5 percent.

Fighter jet escorts
Ali Khamenei coffin
to final burial in
Mashhad

'WEB DESK
TEHRAN

At least one fighter jet escorted the
plane carrving late Iranian leader Ali
Khamener to his final bunal in the
eastern holy city of Mashhad on
Thursday, footage from the supreme
leader's website showed

Khamenei's coffin, alongside those of
family members killed in US-Israeh
strikes in February that began the
Middle East war. were transported
from Traq where massive crowds
attended funeral ceremonies in the
holy cilies of Najaland Karbala,
Official news agency TRNA shared
footage of the Mahan Aur Might taxiing
at the airport after landing in
Khamenei's home citv. He was
rred from Irag. where
ceremonies took place in the holy
la

L
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US launches new airstrikes on Iran, with
Tehran firing back at 3 Gulf Arab states

® The United States launched new airstrikes hitting Iran early Thursday, sparking

P

OO _ oy g —
termational Mews

retaliatory Iranian fire targeting Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar.

WEB DESK
DUBAL United Arab Emirates

The United States launched new
airstrikes  hitting Ir:m unll)
Ihursday. spar
Iraman lirc ta
Kuwaitand Qatar 1crosshire hat
again threatened an |||Lum| deal
armed at finding a w the

S 1em I')nmld annp said
recent Iranian attacks on ships in
the Strait of Hormuz signaled the
end of the fr:

military hit a var
military sites and port f;
carly Wednesday follow
Iran’s tlargeting ol sey
merchant v ol the coast of

Military officials said in a smml
media post that the huul s
were intended to
degrade” [ran’s
freedom of na
strait, through which a fifth of the
world’s traded oil and natural gas
passed before the war began with
U.S.and Isracli attacks on I'eb. 28,
Tranian stale media reported
explosions in several locations.
including Bushehr. home to Tran’s
nuclear power plant complex., and

the southern port cities of

Kanarak.
nk

Chabahar, Bandar

plosions in
cr \\'lll'“lllg o

Lll; of

Amnesty urges investigating
Israeli attacks on Lebanon as

‘war crimes'

Web Desk
Lebanon

Amnesty International on

Thursday accused Israel of

wiping out families in its
strikes on Lebanon during its
war with Hezbollah. calling
for these allacks to be
investigated as war crimes
Hezbollah drew Lebanon
into the Middle East war on
March 2 by launching
rockets at Tsrael in support of
its backerIran.

between March 6 and 13, in
which 24 civilians were
killed. 12 of them children
The London-bas
cd

group

"wiping out

them to be treated as

"war

Hundreds of
thousands gather
in Mashhad for
Khamenei's burial

WEB DESK
MASHHAD

stherities have completed all
for the burial of the I
der Avatollah Ali Khamen
while hundreds of thousands of mourn
have gathered on the streets of Mashhad
ahead of the final funeral ceremony.

n officials. Avatollah
Khamenei will be laid to rest within the
precinets of the holy shrine of Tmam Ali
Raza (AS), where final preparations for
the burial have entered their last stage
Iranian media reported that Mashhad 1s
currently hosting around 470 000 foreign

visitors from 27 countries. many of
whom have arrived to participate in the
funeral ceremonies

Earlier. a funeral procession was held in
Iraq. where funeral prayers for the late
Tranian leader were oflered at the shnne
of ImamA j
His body was then 1
o Karbal
athered o pay theirr
Iranian  author said the funeral
schedule has remained unchanged
despite the recent atl.
The first phase of th | ceremonies
was held in Tehran, followed by funeral
prayers in Qom the next day.

The body was then transported to the
Iraqi holy cities of Karbala and Najaf
before bemng returned to Iran for the final
burial. OfTi also said that damage o
the railwa k between Tehran and
Mashhad. reportedly caused by recent
US stnkes, did not affect the funeral
arrangements

The final phase of the funcral and burial

in
those stnkes and called for

ceremony was originally seheduled to

|chu|\|iL

; Isracl responded with major
retribution Inr

trikes and a ground
invasion. killing more than
4,300 people according to
Lebancse authorities,
including more than 250
children.

Amnesty analysed three
stnkes on evilian homes

beginat 6:00a.m. local time on Thursday
but has now been delayed by eight hours
jan authorities, the

ay was not caused by the recent US
attacks but§ by c\CLpTIOII‘IH\ large crowds
that gathered i Iraq on Wednesday,
resulling in adjustments to the funeral
schedule

The groupsaid it reached out
1o Isracli authorities. who
said that some of the attacks
"were carried oul against
Hezbollah military
objeclive; while others
were "referred for
examination”.

Oman, sparking Iranian fire then
aswell
But Thursday’s attacks appeared
ger all around. There was no
immediate word of damage in the

muchworse!” Trump wrote
Trump had said earlier in the day
three Gulf Arab countries. that the latest back-and-forth

Kuwait’s military said 1t was
actively intercepting mncoming
dronesand mussiles

fighting would not result in “long-
¢ "military action

India clinches agreement for Australian uranium supply

® Faced with an almost-insatiable appetite for electricity in the world's most populous nation, Modi
has outlined plans to substantially scale up nuclear power generation in coming years.

hindered exports to India

"We have signed an important
1cr\.wnu1l today on nuclear
Modi said after talks

Ageney. “The arrangement
uranium
exports to India. to help increase
the share of non-fossil fuel power
Albanese told

Web Desk

MUMBAIL

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
he clinched a uranium supply
whil Australia on s
seell fuel source that will playa cru
rolein bhis nation's nuclear 2y ambi
Faced with an almost-insatiable appetite for
electricity in the world's most populous
nation, Modi outlined plans (o

India .md Aus
nuclear cooperation agreement in
2015 that paved the way for
uranium exports

TIndia and Ausiralia have grown

will |-.m. the way [lor
uranium supplics from Australia

1o India and give our clean eneray
objectives fresh momentum "

A joint statement said the
arrangement allowed long-term  considerably closer in recent
uranium exports for "exclusively  years, partly driven by a joint
peaceful purposes” desire to keep Beijing's military
The exports would fall under ambitions in check while
safeguards established by the cultivating trading partners
International Atomic Energy  outsideChina

¢ up nuclear power
g years.

Australia lays claim to around 28 percent of
the world's uranium resource, but legal
hurdles and political sensitivities have

UN maritime head urges
halt to Hormuz transit to
protect seafarers

Web Desk
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LONDON

The head of the International Maritime
Organization said Wednesday the 6000 s re:
still stranded in the Gulf must not be put in
unnecessary danger by crossing the Strail of
Hormuz amid fresh US-lran attacks. U
President Donald Trus er said the US-Ira
ceasefire was o hhe lefi the dooropento
more talks, after sparked by Iranian
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v the

al strait.

rv has struck at least three shipsin
recent days. prompling extensive US strikes
against Iranan targets Tuesday followed by
retaliatory atlac m Iran on Gullcountnes.

IMO sccretary general Arsenio Domingucz
condemned the attacks and called for "maximum
restraint and de-escalation”. aswell as to facilitate

arture of ships blocked inthe Gulf.
ety and seeurity of crews

cannol be assured. [ urg: shipowr
operators and all relevant author o avoid
exposing scalarers lo unnecessary danger by

trai the t." Dominguez said in a
statement "The safety of seafarers must rema
our foremost priority.” The strategic shipping
route for oil. g nd fertilisers remains a
Mashpoint in the conflict, which began in late

\J:mmmuu said the "attacks further inte

being endured by the nunl\ 6,000 scafarers who
remain stranded on board vessels unable to
depart” the Gulf safely.

Shortly after the June 17 preliminary agreement
between the United States and Iran (o end the war,
which enabled a gradual resumption of traflic
through the strait. the IMO began an initiative to
cvacuate morc than 11,000 seafarers stuck in the
Gulfonaround 600 ships

The effort was supposed to last several weeks. but
W pended after only several days following
k ona vessel inthe Gulfol Oman.

1e elfort used one roule close (o Iran's coast and
a second close to Oman. as the main pre-war
route in the muddle of strait was too risky because
s laid duning the conflict
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